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HISTORIA NATURALIS BULGARICA

Historia naturalis bulgarica is a periodical published by the Natio-

nal Natural History Museumat the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. The National

Natural History Museum, one of the oldest museums in Bulgaria, established

almost 100 years ago, has been the centre of promotion and research in natural

science in the course of many decades. The publication of the Museum in the

past "Izvestija na tsarskite prirodonaucni instituti v Sofia" (Proceedings of

the Royal Institutes of Natural Science in Sofia), constituting 16 volumes,

came out over the 1928-1943 period. It published chiefly papers in zoology,

as well as in botany and on the history of the institutes. This new journal will

reflect a new stage in the development of the museum periodical publications

and will also include materials on some general problems of museology.
The need of a specialized series arose after the establishment of the Na-

tional Natural History Museum as an independent unit under the Presidium
of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences in 1974. The period that followed resul-

ted in a larger exhibition area restored and further enriched geological and
botanical collections. Many Bulgarian and foreign specialists have worked on the

large collections of the National Natural History Museum. Original papers on
museology of natural history, contributions to the history of natural sciences, of

museums, in particular of the National Natural History Museum, its present

state and future trends will give the series an original character, Historia
naturalis bulgarica will also present general papers on museumcollec-

tions and new acquisitions, bibliographical reviews, articles on well-known natu-

ralists, reviews of major works of natural history. So far, no journal in Bulgaria

has included such materials. Theseries will also include scientific papers contri-

buted by Bulgarian and foreign authors in zoology, botany, paleontology and
mineralogy of Bulgaria and other countries, based mainly on the collections

of the Museum. Contributed articles will be published in Bulgarian, Russian,
English, German and French.

Historia naturalis bulgarica will be of interest to scientists

and lecturers in mineralogy, petrography, stratigraphy, paleontology, botany

and zoology, to students towards the completion of their university studies

in the above fields, to curators of natural history museums, foreign institutions

and university departments.
Historia naturalis bulgarica will fill in a gap by becoming the

only specialized journal in museology, history and bibliography of natural history

museums, it will also facilitate the publication of scientific papers in a wide
range of natural sciences. The Editorial Board expresses the hope, that through
active participation of specialists in the new series, it will fulfill its function

of a contemporary journal in its field.


